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The leave-taking from the officers and men of the Brooklyn
pied a few minutes, when the admiral's                           down

and transferred to the Seneca           the thunder of the Brook-

lyn's guns.

The Seneca was not long in gaining the open        which
smooth and favorable to her                south.   On             the

Seneca General W. W. Gordon, U. S. V., with his aid, Captain
Gordon, U. S. V., was found? and during the voyage of
six days the two commissioners held a number of conferences
with relation to the new duties to which the President's
assigned them.

The Seneca was an old vessel, belonging to one of the coast
steamship lines, and had been kept at work almost up to the
limit of her usefulness. Her boilers, engines, and piping were
in such bad condition that the steam pressure had to be much
reduced. On the way outward several stops had to be made to
repair leaky joints in her piping in order to keep her going.
But, fortunately, though it was the hurricane season, she did not
have to meet one of those fierce tempests common on our coast
in the months of August^ September and October. She arrived
at San Juan on the 7th of September, and there the other com-
missioner, Major General John E. Brooke, was met. The day
following the three American commissioners, Major General John
E. Brooke, U. S. A.; Bear Admiral W. S, Schley, U. S. N.;
Brigadier General W. W. Gordon, IT. S. V.; Colonel Edward
Hunter, U. S. A., secretary, made an official call at the palace
upon Captain General Macias, who introduced them to the com-
missioners on the part of Spain: Major General Eicardo Ortega,
Eear Admiral Eugenio Vallarino, Colonel Jose Sanchez del
Aguila, Captain Eafael Bavena, secretary.

The same afternoon the captain general of the island and
the commissioners on the part of Spain returned the call. Dur-
ing the call upon the captain general the offer was made by him
of the audience hall of the palace as the place to hold the meet-
ings of the commission. It was explained that the palace, being
in telegraphic communication with the several military head-
quarters of the island, would facilitate the work of the commis-
sion in transmitting the arrangements made directly to those
concerned. This was accepted by the American commission and San Juan,, Porto Rico.er the instruction of
